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Summary of career path: 

PhD (2005) in Biology, specialization in Ecology by the University of Coimbra (with Environment 
Canada). Postdocs at the University of Coimbra and University of Canberra, Australia (2005-2009), 
and University of Lyon, France (2009).  

My main research topics are the freshwater ecology, structural and functional large-scale patterns of 
temperate and tropical rivers, ecological assessment and metagenomics, urban aquatic ecosystems and 
participatory science. In addition to research, I have been teaching in advanced courses at the 
Universities of Coimbra (Portugal), Granada (Spain), Brasília, Federal de Minas Gerais and Estadual 
da Paraíba (Brazil), and supervising PhD students, master and graduation students and postdocs. 

I have also been involved knowledge transference activities, namely in the implementation of the 
Water Framework Directive at the national and European level through the development of protocols 
and assessment methods, coordination of the 2nd phase of the Intercalibration Exercise in the 
Mediterranean countries for the element macroinvertebrates, or elaboration of River basin Management 
Plans. 
I have a long collaboration with the Iberian Association of Limnology (AIL) as Portuguese 
representative of Jovens AIL (2008-2014), member of the board (vocal, 2010 and 2014), associate 
editor of Limnetica, and member of the organizing committee of the XIX AIL meeting in 2018. I am 
also president of the Portuguese association PROAQUA, dedicated to the promotion of knowledge in 
aquatic sciences. 
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2018-2021. Coordination of the partner Universidade de Coimbra in the project: RIVEAL - RIparian 
forest Values and Ecosystem services in uncertain freshwater futures and Altered Landscapes. 
Funding: Foundation for the Science and Technology (FCT), Portugal 

2018-2022. Participation in the project PROECOS-Processos ecológicos: desenvolvimento de novas 
tecnologias de diagonóstico e processos ambientais. Coordenação Universidade Federal de Minas 
Gerais. Financiamento CEMIG, Brasil 

2018-2022. Coordination of the participatory science project Crescer a Cuidar dos Rios da Cidade, for 
the promotion of urban streams restoration. MARE – University of Coimbra/PROAQUA/University of 
Aveiro/Agrupamento de escolas Eugénio de Castro - Coimbra. 

2017-2018. Participation in the Cost action DNAqua-Net: “Developing new genetic tools for 
bioassessment of aquatic ecosystems in Europe”. European Cooperation in Science and Technology 

2017. Coordination of the partner IMAR and monitoring in Central Portugal in the project-contract: 
“Monitorização do estado das massas de água rios e albufeiras”. Consortium 
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of Biological Sciences. Funding: FAP-DF, Brasil.  

2010-2014. Coordination of the project AQUAWEB - Assessment of rivers biological QUAlity 
through a WEB platform. Funding: FCT, Portugal.  

 


